
Steve Strauss is a Distinguished Professor of Forest Biotechnology in the 
Department of Forest Science at Oregon State University, and has joint 
appointments in the Genetics and the Molecular and Cellular Biology Programs. 
He is Director of the Tree Biosafety and Genomics Research Cooperative at OSU, 
a university-public agency-industry consortium conducting research and 
education on the biosafety and physiology of genetically engineered trees used 
in plantation forestry and horticulture. Strauss directs the OSU Program for 
Outreach in Resource Biotechnology, aimed at promoting public understanding, 
and facilitating science-based public debates, in food and natural resources 
biotechnology (http://agsci.oregonstate.edu/orb/). He was a 2005 Leopold 
Leadership Fellow, part of a program aimed at training environmental scientists 
to be more effective at influencing public policy and presenting science to news 
media.   
  
Dr. Strauss has earned degrees in biological sciences from Cornell, Yale, and the 
University of California at Berkeley. He has published more than 160 scientific 
papers, given more than 170 invited lectures on biotechnology and genetics of 
trees, and obtained 16 million dollars of competitive grant support. His laboratory 
has trained 21 graduate students, 20 postdoctoral scientists, and more than 40 
professional and technical staff.  He has served on panels at the United States 
National Research Council, National Science Foundation, and Department of 
Agriculture.  Dr. Strauss' current research focuses on genetic engineering of 
flowering, stature, and transformation-based "functional genomics" using poplar 
trees as model organisms.  He has also advised governments, and written in 
scientific journals, about national and international regulations on field research 
and commercial development of genetically engineered crops and trees.   
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